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Sappi Gratkorn Mill in Gratkorn, Austria is part of Sappi Fine Paper Europe. Annually it produces 

950,000 tons of high quality double and triple coated papers which are used for premium quality 

publications all over the world. Gratkorn Mill also produces 250,000 tons of totally chlorine free 

(TCF) chemical pulp. The mill employs 1,300 paper industry professionals from production to R&D. 

About 95% of the mill's production is exported. 

To better meet the needs of customers in terms of paper quality and cost reductions, the mill 

decided to invest in machine rebuild. Valmet was trusted with the task and the modernized paper 

machine started up in end of year 2014. The modernization of the 9.25-m-wide (wire) PM 11 

consisted of headbox modification, gap former rebuild as well as press section and drying section 

rebuild. The forming section rebuild with new shoe and blade forming technology targeted to 

improve the end product quality of coated woodfree paper grades and ensured that the end 

product basis weight range could be widened. The modifications in the press section, like closed 

sheet transfer with transfer belt boosted the runnability and lower MD/CD range.    

Before deciding the final rebuild concept, several pilot trials were run at Valmet’s pilot facilities to 

test different technical concepts. The pilot trials ensured that the chosen concept, runnability and 

the quality of the end product were verified beforehand and risks eliminated.  

The transformed PM11 has met the targets aiming at superior paper quality. Formation has 

improved although MD/CD decreased. Paper printability has improved and there is less two-

sidedness. Runnabilitity is good with new monthly production records. Also, the grammage range 

for coated paper was increased widening the operating window of the paper machine.  

 


