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the newest electrification and IT, including the total 
automation process. 

L. Mallasch, Mondi AG, Vienna/Austria, spoke about the 
latest performance of their sack paper machine with 
more than 500,000 tons/year in Steti/Czech Republic, 
which is one of the biggest units in the world. Its techni-
cal set-up includes a conventional trinip compact press 
section combined with new structural design, an up 
to date 2 drive position and a new felt insertion unit, 
allowing seamless press felts without cantilevering of 
the press frame. The results of these modifications are 
less breaks and higher runability. 

Problem-solving with diffusions in packing 
grades!
The solution of diffusions in packaging grades was the 
icontent of two presentations. First, R. Rohé from Omya 
International AG, Offtringen/Switzerland, and A. Meyer 
from KAPAG Karton + Papier, Muhen/Switzerland, 
talked about promising results with mineral oil bar-
riers for packaging qualities. M. Rauhut from Drewsen 
Spezialpapiere GmbH & Co.KG, Lachendorf/ Germany, 
described how biodegradable greaseproof paper will be 
achieved by using natural, biologically degradable and 
sustainable coating without fluorine. 

Under the chairmanship of Prof. Klee mann and 
Ms. Prof. Zollner-Croll, the auditorium got the opportu-
nity to listen to the different presenta tions. 

First results of Stora Enso's new board mill  
in China! 
The first speakers were P. Büland from Stora Enso Beihai 
Mill, Beihai/China, and E. Schrampp from Siemens AG, 
Erlangen/Germany, who talked about the new board 
machine at China. There is a very high demand of liquid 
packaging board in China, with a preference against 
plastics. Up to now about 80 % are imported. This was 
the main reason for an Stora Enso's investment of 800 
mil. Euro. The greenfield pro ject consists of a board 
machine, including a BCMT pulp mill, a power plant and 
all further resources needed for a stand alone facility. 
Stora Enso is expecting an annual out-put of 450,000 
tons of liquid packaging board after at least two years.   
For this project Siemens was chosen as sole supplier of 

Symposium

IMPS Welcomed More than 400 Partici-
pants – 2017 is Another Year of Success

Also this year, the interest in and popularity of this 
event was unbroken, as Prof. Kleemann welcomed 
420 participants – this time from 23 countries from all 
around the world (Fig. 1). Like the years before, the 
partici pants could follow 19 presentations, showing 
results of latest developments in the paper and board 
process – usually in co-presentations of the individual 
suppliers and users. Also, there was enough time for 
discussion with the speakers after the presentations as 
well as to visit the individual stands of the 27 exhibi-
tors during the conference breaks.

Prof. Stephan Kleemann during his opening speech 

Fig. 1
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 A. Gommel from Voith Paper GmbH & Co. KG, Heiden-
heim/Germany, presented a lecture with Ms. M. Odayar 
from mpact Felixington mill/South Africa. Voith has 
installed the new high Consitency Disc Fil ter HiCon 
2.0, showing significant potential for improve ment in 
terms of robustries, capacity and energy, in their mill. By  
automizing downtime procedures on winders, a remark-
able capacity increase allows to run a paper machine 
only with one winder. This was the result of the latest 
development, which P. Resvanis from Propapier PM2 
GmbH, Eisenhüttenstadt/Germany, and H. Wendt from 
Valmet GmbH, Pfungstadt/Germany, described in their 
lecture (Fig. 2 and Fig. 3). 

In their presentation, T. Bock from Reno De Medici RDM, 
Arnsberg/Germany, and M. Lehrner from Voith Paper 
GmbH & Co.KG, Heidenheim, talked about the results of 
the rebuild of the approach flow system and the middle 
layer in board machine 3. Especially the positive team-
work of both parties was mentioned. U. Sonntag from 
Petax Papier Ingenieur Technik GmbH, Nüm brecht/Ger-
many, and Ms. J. Rauert from Nordland Papier GmbH, 
Dörpen/Germany, spoke about first experiences with a 
new ultrafine refiner plate by the Canadian company 
Aikawa Fiber Technologies AFT. Because of the different 
production method compared to conventional refiner 
plates, there is now the possibility to refine with lower 
intensity, which will allow changing the furnish to 
cheeper pulp grades. 

Innovative sensor roll improves web profile
R. Füssel from Valmet GmbH, Pfungstadt/Germany, intro-
duced the new iRoll Drum concept, which improves 
the profile of hard rolls with a multivariable controller 
resulting in reduced winding broke. The sensor concept 
on the iRoll allows fast controlling with the relevant 
automation system. 

Fig. 2 © Valmet | Holger Wendt / IMPS 2017

Fig. 3 © Valmet | Holger Wendt / IMPS 2017

Ms. Prof. Helga Zollner-Croll with speakers
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“Modern Deposit Control” was the title of the presenta-
tion held by Dr. F. Wenig, from Steinbeis Papier GmbH, 
Glückstadt/Germany, and S. Franke from Servophil AG, 
Hünenberg/Switzerland. The objective of this investiga-
tion was to find an alternative substitution for classi cal 
biocides by the use of a bypassed online deposit sen-
sor in the white water. First results confirmed that this 
method shows reproducible results. 

Improved machine efficiency by use of optimized 
roll surfaces
The next lecture by D. Pioch from LEIPA Leinfelder 
Papierfabrik GmbH, Schwedt/Germany, and H. Jungklaus 
from Voith Paper GmbH & Co. KG described improved 
machine efficiency by running the LWC-machine no. 4 
with optimized roll surfaces based on the lat est tech-
nology of Voith Paper. The improvement covered the 
whole production line starting on the wet-end up to 
the calender. 

K. Weber from SAPPI Austria GmbH, Gratkorn/Austria, 
and W. M. Raschka from Kadant Nordic AB, Huskvarna/
Sweden, spoke about another improvement. On the 
off-line coater 11, the splice problem could be solved 
by a new splicing concept of Kadant. No deposits and 
additional waste during cleaning were the major posi-
tive results. 

After rebuilt, fully recyclable barrier board for the 
consumer market! 
Technical highlights with the conversion of a fine paper 
machine into a specialty board machine were the results, 
which were presented by M. Hämäläinen from Kot-
kamills Oy, Kotka/Finland, and E. Kollmar from Gebr. 
Bellmer GmbH, Niefern-Öschelbrunn/Ger many. Because 
of the reduced demand of magazine papers, this rebuild 
now offers the process capability to produce the special 
Kotka barrier boards with fully recyclable properties for 
the consumer market. 

Patented concept of bulk sensitive calendring  
with AquaCooling Technology
It is allready tradition that new patented concepts are 
introduced at IMPS. This year, the auditorium got the 
opportunity to learn with AquaCooling tech nology 
about a total new calendering, which was presented 
by A. Veitola from Stora Enso Ingerois Mill, Ingerois/
Finland, and M. Vijanmaa from Valmet Tech nologies Inc., 
Järvenpää/Finland. “Cold” web compared to “hot” web 
gives better bulk/smoothness ratio than hot web and 
almost half of the benefits of metal belt calendering 
with lower investment cost. 

K. Hurst from Omya Internatonal AG, Offtringen/Swit-
zerland, and Per Svending from FiberLean Technologies 
Ltd. from Cornwall/UK, introduced also in this sym-
posium the new joint-venture FiberLean and the idea 
behind it. (Look also to the article on pages 18-19)

Improved machine frame from Andritz AG
U. Lofgren from Iggesund Paperboard (Workington) 
Ltd., Workington/UK, and R. Scheiflinger from Andritz 
AG, Graz/Austria, talked about the results of a total press 
section rebuild at Iggesund Workington BM2. Besides 
improvement of the overall efficiency and board qual-
ity, improvements especially in the new design of the 
machine frame allows now for a safe, easy and quick 
felt/fabric change (Fig. 4).

Dr. E. Zanders from Papierfabrik Niederauer Mühle, Kreu-
zau/Germany, and Ms. R. Ambrosi from Fuchs Schmier-
stoffe GmbH, Mannheim/Germany, demonstrated that, 
with optimization of the lubricants, machine dam age 
and machine standstills could be reduced. 

J. Hahn from Sappi Stockstadt GmbH, Stockstadt/Ger-
many, and H. Schuster from HS Vertretungen, Bernkas-
tel- Kues/Germany, gave an overview of how to save 
energy and improve paper quality with the conversion 
to modern electricial infrared dryer system from IRCON 
Drying Systems AB, Vanersborg/Sweden. 

In the last presentation, T. Kleemann and R. Krapez from 
PaCon Ltd. & Co, KG, Seeshaupt/Germany, presented 
the possibility to save energy due to optimized blade 
systems and shower work. On the basis of a simulation 
concept, they demonstrated an annual saving potential 
of amaz ing 4 MW per blade unit. 

The symposium confirmed once again a progress in 
board and paper technology, also to meet the needs of 
a long-termed change in the product portfolios. There-
fore, it is out of question that the IMPS 2018, from 7 
to 9 March, will offer the latest information about the 
progress in the paper and board industry once again. 
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